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Amendments to the Claims: 



1. (Withdrawn) A method of anchoring a suture, said method compri sing the steps 
of forming an anchor of body tissue, said step of forming an anchor of body tissue includes 
forming a passage in the body tissue, inserting a suture into the passage formed in the body 
tissue, and positioning the anchor formed of body tissue in a patient's body wi th the suture 
extending into the passage. 



2. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of forming an 
anchor of body tissue includes forming the anchor of osseous body tissue. 

3. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of forming an 
anchor of body tissue includes forming an anchor of dried body tissue, said step of positioning 
the anchor formed of body tissue in a patient's body includes positioning the anchor at a location 
in the patient's body where the dried body tissue of the anchor is exposed to body fluid to enable 
the dried body tissue of the anchor to absorb body fluid, 

4. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of forming an 
anchor of body tissue includes forming the anchor of body tissue which includes collagen. 

5. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of forming an 
anchor of body tissu e includes forming the anchor of interarti cular fibrocartilage. 

6. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of forming an 
anchor of body tissue includes forming the anchor from body tissue removed from the body of 
the patient, said step of positioning the anchor formed of body tissue in the patient's body 
includes positioning the anchor in the body of the patient from whom the body tissue forming the 
anchor was removed. 
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7. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of forming an 
anchor of body tissue includes forming the anchor from body tissue removed from a first human, 
said step of positioning the anchor formed of body tissue in a patient's body includes positioning 
the anchor jn the body of a second human, 

8. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of forming an 
anchor of body tissue includes forming the anchor from body tissue removed from an anim al 
other than a human, said step of positioning the anchor formed of body tissue in a patient's body 
includes positioning the anchor in the body of a human. 

9. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of forming a 
passage in the body tissue includes moving a thin elongated member into the Taody tissue, said 
step of forming an anchor of body tissue includes moving a cutting tool along the thin elongated 
member and cutting the body tissue with the cutting tool while moving the cutting tool along the 
thin elongate member. 

1 0* (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 9 wherein said step of forming a 
passage in the body tissue further includes removing the thin elongated member from the body 
tissue after moving the cutting tool along the thin elongated member and cutting the body tissue 
with the cutting tool 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of forming a 
passage in body tissue includes compacting body tissue around a member, and thereafter, 
removing the member from the body tissue compacted around the member. 
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12. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein sai d step of positioning 
the anchor formed of body tissue in a patient's body with the suture extending into the passage 
includes moving the anchor formed of body tissue into the patient's body, and, thereafter pivoting 
the anchor relative to the patient's body. 

13. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 12 wherein said step of pivoting the 
anchor includes tensioning the suture to apply force to the anchor. 

14. (Withdrawn) A method of anch oring a suture, said method comprising the steps 
of inserting a thin elongated member into osseous tissue, moving a cutting tool axially along the 
thin elongated member into engagement with the osseous tissue at a location spaced from the 
thin elongated member and extending around a portion of the thin elongated member, moving the 
cutting tool into the osseous tissue by cutting the osseous tissue with the cutting tool while 
continuing to move the cutting tool axially along the thin elongated member, said step of moving 
the cutting tool into the osseous tissue includes guiding movement of the cutting tool into the 
osseous tissue with the thin elongated member, separating a portion of the osseous tissue having 
an outer side surface formed by the cutting tool from the remainder of the osseous tissue, 
removing Hie thin elongated member from the osseous tissue to leave a passage at the location 
where the thin elongated member was inserted into the osseous tissue, inserting a suture into the 
passage in the osseous tissue, and inserting at least part of the portion of the osseous ti ssue 
having an outer side surface formed by the cutting tool and a portion of the suture into a patient's 
body with the suture extending into the passage in the osseous tissue. 

15. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 14 further including the steps of 
tensioning the suture to transmit force from the suture to the osseous tissue having an outer side 
formed by the cutting tool, and transmitting force from the osseous tissue having an outer side 
formed by the cutting tool to the patient's body to retain a portion of the suture in the patient's 
body. 
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16. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 14 wherein said step of inserting a 
thin elongated member into osseous tissue includes inserting the thin elongated member into 
osseous tissue in the patient's body, said step of moving a cutting tool axially along the thin 
elongated member into engagement with the osseous tissue includes moving the cutting tool into 
engagement with osseous tissue in the patient's body, $aid step of separating a portion of the 
osseous tissue from the remainder of the osseous tissue includes removing the osseous tissue 
from the patient's body, 

17. (Withdrawn) A method as set foith in claim 14 wherein said step of inserting a 
thin elongated member into osseous tissue includes inserting the thin elongated member into 
osseous tissue which is spaced from the patient's body, said step of moving a cutting tool axially 
along the thin elongated member into engagement with the osseous tissue includes moving the 
cutting tool into engagement with the osseous tissue which is spaced from the patient's body. 

18. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 14 wherein said step of inserting a 
thin elongated member into osseous tissue includes rotating the thin elongated member about a 
longitudinal axis of the thin elongated member while pressing an end of the thin elongated 
member against the osseous tissue. 

19. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 14 wherein said step of cutting the 
osseous tissue with the cutting tool includes rotating the cutting tool about a longitudinal axis of 
the thin elongated member. 

20. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 14 further including cutting the 
portion of the osseous tissue separated from the remainder of the osseous tissue into a plurality of 
segments each of which has an outer side surface formed by the cutting tool , said step of 
inserting a suture into the passage in the osseous tissue includes inserting a suture through one of 
the segments of osseous tissue. 
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21. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 14 wherein said step of inserting a 
suture into the passage in the osseous tissue includes inserting the suture through the passage so 
that a first portion of the suture extends to a first end of the passage in the osseous tissue and a 
second portion of the suture extends from a second end of the passage in the osseous tissue, said 
step of inserting the portion of the osseous tissue having an outer side surface formed by the 
cutting tool and a portion of the suture into a patients body is performed with the first and second 
portions of the suture extending from one si de of a location where the portion of the osseous 
tissue i$ inserted into the patient's body to the first and second ends of the passage in the osseous 
tissue. 

22. (Withdrawn) A method of anchoring a suture, said method comprising the steps 
of forming a piece of bone to have first and second end portions, an outer side surface extending 
between said first and second end portions, and a passage extending through the piece of bone s 
inserting a suture into the passage in the piece of bone, and inserting the piece of bone into body 
tissue with the first end portion of the piece of bone leading and with the suture extending from 
the passage in the piece of bone, said step of inserting the piece of bone into the body tissue 
includes applying force against the second end portion of the piece of bone. 

23. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 22 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of bone includes inserting a thin elongated member into a body of bone of a size which is 
substantially larger than the size of the piece of bone, moving a cutting too) axially along the thin 
elongated member into the body of bone and cutting the body of bone with the cutting tool to 
form the outer side surface of the piece of bone as the cutting tool is moved into the body of 
bone. 

24. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein said step of forming a 
pi ece of bone includes disengaging the thin elongated member from the bone to leave a passage 
in the bone. 
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25. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the body of bone is 
spaced from a patient, said step of inserting the piece of bone into body tissue includes inserting 
the piece of bone into the patient's body. 

26. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the body of bone is 
disposed in a patient's body, said step of inserting a thin elongated member into a body of bone 
includes inserting the thin elongated member into the patient's body, said step of forming a piece 
of bone includes removing bone from the patient's body, said step of inserting the piece of bone 
into body tissue includes inserting the piece of bone into the patients body. 

27. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 22 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of bone is at least partially performed with the piece of bone disposed in a patient's body, 
said step of inserting the piece of bone into body tissue includes inserting the piece of bone into 
the patients body. 

28. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 22 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of bone is at least partially performed with the piece of bon e in a first patient's body, said 
step of insertin g the piece of bone into body tissue includes inserting the piece of bone into a 
second patient's body. 

29. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 22 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of bone includes cutting bone of an animal other than a human, said step of inserting the 
piece of bone into body tissue includes inserting the piece of bone into a human patient's body. 

30. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 22 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of bone includes compressing a mixture of bone particles and a fibrinous binder. 
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3 1 . (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 22 wherein said step of forming a 
pi ece of bone includes rotating a cutting tool and moving the cutting tool into bone along a path 
which extends parallel to an axis about which the cutting tool is rotated to at least partially form 
the outer side surface of the piece of bone. 




32. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of bone includes rotating a thin elongated member and moving the thin elongated member 
into bone along a path which extends parallel to an axis about which the thin elongated member 
is rotated to at least partially form the passage which extends through the piece of bone. 

33. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 32 wherein said steps of rotating a 
cutting tool and moving the cutting tool into bone and said steps of rotating a thin elongated 
member and moving the thin elongated member into bone are performed together. 

34. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 32 wherein said steps of rotating a 
cutting tool and moving the cutting tool into bone are performed after performance of said step of 
rotating a thin elongated member and moving the thin elongated member into bone. 

35. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 22 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of bone includes forming a piece of bone which is at least partially dried, said step of 
inserting the piece of bone into body tissue includes positioning the piece of bone in body tissue 
at a location where the piece of bone is exposed to body fluid to enable the piece of bone to 
absorb body fluid. 



36. (Withdrawn) A method of anchoring a suture, said method comprising the steps 
of forming a pi ece of dense connective body tissue to have first and second end portions, an outer 
side surface extending between said first and second end portions, and a passage extending 
through the piece of dense connective body tissue, inserting a suture into the passage in the piece 
of dense connective body tissue, and inserting the piece of dense connective body tissue into a 
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patient's body with the first end portion of the piece of dense connective body tissue leading and 
with the suture extending from the passage in the piece of dense connective body tissue, said step 
of inserting the piece of dense connective body tissue into the patient's body includes applying 
force against the second end portion of the piece of dense connective body tissue. 

37. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dense connective body tissue includes compressing dense connective body tissue to form 
a sheet having a thickness corresponding to the distance between opposite ends of the piece of 
dense connective body tissue, cutting a portion from the sheet of dense connective body tissue to 
at least parti ally form the outer side surface of the piece of dense connective body tissue, and 
inserting a thin elongated member into the dense connective body tissue to at least partially form 
the passage, 

38, (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dense connective body tissue includes cutting dense connective body tissue of an animal 
other than a human, said step of inserting the piece of dense connective body tissue into a 
patient's body includes inserting the piece of dense connective body tissue into a human patient's 
body. 



39. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dense connecti ve body tissue includes rotating a cutting tool and moving the cutting tool 
into dense connecti ve body tissue along a path which extends parallel to an axis about which the 
cutting tool is rotated to at least partially form the outer side surface of the piece of dense 
connective body tissue. 
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40. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 39 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dense connective body tissue includes rotating a thin elongated member and moving the 
thin elongated member into dense connective body tissue along a path which extends parallel to 
an axis about which the thin elongated member is rotated to at least partially form the passage 
which extends through the piece of dense connective body tissue. 

41 . (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 40 wherein said steps of rotating a 
cutting tool and moving the cutting tool into dense connective body tissue and said steps of 
rotating a thin elongated member and moving the thin elongated member into dense connective 
body tissue are performed together. 

42. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 40 wherein said steps of rotating a 
cutting tool and moving the cutting tool into dense connective body tissue are performed after 
perform ance of said step of rotating a thin elongated member and moving the thin elongated 
member into the dense connective body tissue. 

43. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dense connective body tissue includes forming a piece of dense connective body tissue 
which is at least partially dried, said step of inserting the piece of dense connective body tissue 
into a patient's body includes positioning the piece of dense connective body tissue in the 
patient's body at a location where the piece of dense connective body tissue is exposed to body 
fluid to enable the piece of dense connecti ve body tissue to absorb body fluid. 

44. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dense connective body tissue includes removing cartilage from the patient's body, 

45. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dense connective body tissue includes removing at least a portion of the tendon from the 
patient's body. 
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46, (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dense connective body tissue includes placing the dense connective body tissue in a 
press, and operating the press to apply pressure against the dense connective body tissue in the 
press to shape the dense connective body tissue in the press during operation of the press. 




47. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dense connective body tissue further includes cutting the dense connective body tissue 
shaped by operation of the press to at least partially form the passage. 

48, (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dense connective body tissue further includes cutting the dense connective body tissue 
shaped by operation of the press to further shape the piece of dense connective body tissue. 



49. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dense connective body tissue to have a passage includes piercing dense connective body 
tissue to at least partially fonn the passage. 

50. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim. 36 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dense connective body tissue to have an outer si de surface includes moving a cutting 
tool along a linear path to cut dense connective body tissue and at least partially form the outer 
side surface of the piece of dense connective body tissue, 

51. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 50 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dense connective body tissue further includes piercing dense connective body tissue to at 
least partially form the passage. 

52. (Withdrawn) A method of anchoring a suture, said method comprising the steps 
of forming a piece of dried body tissue to have a passage extending through the piece of dried 
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body tissue, inserting a suture into the passage m the piece of dried body tissue, and inserting the 
piece of dried body tissue into a patient's body at a location where the piece of dried body tissue 
is exposed to fluid in the patient's body to enable the piece of dried body tissue to expand by 
absorbing fluid from the patient's body. 

53. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 52 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dried body tissue includes compressing body tissue to remove fluid from the body tissue. 

54. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 52 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dried body tissue includes compressing body tissue to form a sheet having a thickness 
corresponding to the distance between opposite ends of the piece of dried body tissue,, cutting a 
portion from the sheet of dried body tissue to at least partially form an outer side surface of the 
piece of dried body tissue, and inserting a thin elongated member into the dried body tissue to at 
least partially form the passage. 

55. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dried body tissue includes cutting body tissue of an animal other than a human, said step 
of inserting the piece of dried body tissue into a patient's body includes inserting the dried piece 
of body tissue into a human patient's body. 

56. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 52 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dried body tissue includes rotating a cutting tool and moving the cutting tool into dried 
body tissue along a path which extends parallel to an axis about which the cutting tool is rotated 
to at least partially form an outer side surface of the piece of dri ed body tissue. 
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57. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 56 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dried body tissue includes rotating a thin elongated member and moving the thin 
elongated member along a path which extends parallel to an axis about which the thin elongated 
member is rotated to at least partially form the passage which extends through the piece of dried 
body tissue. 

58. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 57 wherein said steps of rotating a 
\ cutting tool and moving the cutting tool into the dried body tissue and said steps of rotating a thin 

A \ elongated member and moving the thin elongated member into dried body tissue are performed 
^ together. 

\ 59. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 52 wherein said step of forming a 

\ piece of dried body tissue includes removing tissue from the patient's body and drying the tissue 

\ removed from the patient's body. 

60. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth m claim 59 wherein said step of removing 
tissue from the patient's body includes removing skin from the patient's body. 

61 . (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 52 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dried body tissue includes placing body tissue in a press, and operating the press to apply 
pressure against the body tissue in the press during operation of the press. 

62. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 52 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dried body tissue includes moving a cutting tool along a linear path to cut dried body 
tissue and at least partially form an outer side surface of the piece of dried body tissue. 

63. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 62 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dried body tissue .further includes piercing dried body tissue to at least partially form the 
passage. 
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64. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 52 wherein said step of forming a 
piece of dried body tissue includes providing freeze dried body tissue and cutting the freeze dried 
body tissue to at least partially fonn an outer side surface of the piece of dried body tissue. 

65. (Withdrawn) An apparatus comprising a suture anchor, said suture anchor 
including a tubular wall formed of body tissue, said tubular wall having first and second axially 
opposite end portions formed of body tissue, said tubular wall having an outer side surface means 
formed of body tissue for engaging a patient's body tissue, said tubular wall having inner side 

A \ surface means formed of body tissue for defining a passage which extends through said anchor 
ls\ \ and between said first and second end portions of said tubular wall, and suture means for 
/ \ extending into the patient's body tissue and through said passage in said tubular wall. 

y 66. (Withdrawn) An apparatus as set forth in claim 65 wherein said tubular wall is 

formed of osseous body tissue. 

67. (Withdrawn) An apparatus as set forth in claim 65 wherein said tubular wall is 
formed of bone. 

68. (Withdrawn) An apparatus as set forth in claim 65 wherein said tubular wall is 
formed of dense connective body tissue. 



69. (Withdrawn) An apparatus as set forth in claim 65 wherein said tubular wall is 
formed of dried body tissue which is capable of absorbing body fluid upon insertion into a 
patient's body. 

70. (Withdrawn) An apparatus as set forth in claim 65 wherein said outer side 
surface means has a cylindrical configuration, said inner side surface means has a cylindrical 
configuration, said outer side surface means having an axial extent of about 2 to 4 mm and a 
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diameter of about I to 2 mm, said inner side surface means having a diameter of about 1/2 to 1 
nun. 

7 1 . (Previously presented) A method of anchoring a suture, said method comprising 
freeze drying body tissue, inserting a suture into a passage in trie freeze dried body tissue, and 
insetting the freeze dried body tissue into a patient's body with the suture extending into the 
passage in the freeze dried body tissue. 

72. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 wherein said step of 
freeze drying the body tissue includes removing liquid from the body tissue. 

73. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 71. further including the step 
of forming a sheet of body tissue and removing a portion from the sheet of body tissue. 

74. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step 
of rotating a cutting tool and moving the rotating cutting tool into body tissue. 

75. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 74 further including the step 
of rotating a thi n elongated member and moving the rotating thin elongated member into the 
body tissue. 

76. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 75 wherein said steps of 
rotating a cutting tool and moving the rotating cutting tool into the body tissue and said steps of 
rotating a thin elongated member and moving the rotating thin elongated member into body 
tissue are performed together. 

77. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in etee claim 71 further including the 
step of removing cartilage from a body, said step of freeze drying body tissue includes freeze 
drying the cartilage. 
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78. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step 
of removing at least a portion of a tendon from a body, said step of freeze drying body tissue 
includes freeze drying the tendon. 

79, (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step 
of removing at least a portion of a bone from a body, said step of freeze drying body tissue 
includes freeze drying the bone. 



80. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 wherein said step of 
inserting the freeze dried body tissue into a patient's body includes moving the freeze dried body 
tissue into the patient's body with a first end portion of the freeze dried body tissue leading and a 
second end portion of the freeze dried body tissue trailing and applying force against the second 
end portion of the freeze dried body tissue. 

81. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 wherein said step of 
freeze drying body tissue includes forming a sheet of freeze dried body tissue, sai d method 
further includes moving a member into the sheet of freeze dried body tissue. 

82. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step 
of cutting body tissue of an animal oth er than a human, said step of i nserting the freeze dried 
body tissue into a patient's body includes inserting the freeze dried body tissue into a human 
patient's body. 



83. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 wherein said step of 
inserting the freeze dried body tissue into a patient's body includes positioning the freeze dried 
body tissue in the patient's body at a location where the freeze dried body tissue is exposed to 
body fluid to enable the freeze dried body tissue to absorb body fluid. 
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84. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step 
of removing bone from the patient's body, said step freeze drying body tissue includes 
freeze drying the bone removed from the patient's body. 



85. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step 
of removing bone from a body other than the patient's body, said step of freeze drying body 
tissue includes freeze drying the bone removed feeja from a body other than the patient's body. 



\ 

h 



86. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the 
steps of placing the body tissue in a press, and operating the press to apply pressure against the 
body tissue in the press to shape the body tissue in the press during operation of the press, said 
step of freeze drying body tissue includes freeze drying body tissue removed from the press. 

87. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step 
of piercing freeze dried body tissue to at least partially form the passage. 

88. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step 
of moving a cutting tool to cut freeze dried body tissue and at least partially form a surface of the 
freeze dried body tissue. 



89. (Currently amended) A method a$ set forth in claim 71 wherein said step of 
inserting the freeze dried body tissue into the patient's body includes moving the freeze dried 
body tissue into the patients body with the freeze dried body tissue in a first orientation, and 
applying force against the freeze dried body tissue to pivot the freeze dried body tissue fefm from 
the first orientation to a second orientation while the freeze dried body tissue is in the patient's 
body. 

90. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 89 wherein said step of 
applying force against the freeze dried body tissue includes tensioning the suture. 
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9 1 . (Previously presented) A method of retaining portions of first and second tissue 
elements in a patient's body against movement relative to each other, said method comprising the 
steps of freeze drying body tissue, engaging at least one of the first and second tissue elements in 
the patient's body with the freeze dried body tissue, and transmitting force between the first and 
second tissue elements through the freeze dried body tissue. 

92. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 91 wherein said step of 
freeze drying the body tissue includes removing liquid from the body tissue. 

93. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 91 further including the step 
of forming a sheet of body tissue and removing a portion from the sheet of body ti ssue. 

94. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 91 further including the step 
of rotating a cutting tool and moving the rotating cutting tool into body tissue. 

95. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 94 further including the step 
of rotating a thin elongated member and moving the rotating thin elongated member into the 
body tissue. 

96. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 95 wherein said steps of 
rotating a cutting tool and moving the rotating cutting tool into the body tissue and said steps of 
rotating a thin elongated member and moving the rotating thin elongated member into body 
tissue are performed together, 

97. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in etem claim 91 further including the 
step of removing cartilage from a body, said step of freeze drying body tissue includes freeze 
drying the cartilage. 
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98. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 91 further including the step 
of removing at least a portion of a tendon from a body, said step of freeze drying body tissue 
includes freeze drying the tendon. 

99. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 91 further including the step 
of removing at least a portion of a bone from a body, said step of freeze drying body tissue 
includes freeze drying the bone. 

100. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 9 1 further including the step 
of moving the freeze dried body tissue into the patient's body with a first end portion of the 
freeze dried body tissue leading and a second end portion of the freeze dried body tissue trailing 
and applying force against the second end portion of the freeze dried body tissue. 

i 0L (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 91 wherein said step of 
freeze drying body tissue includes forming a sheet of freeze dried body tissue, said method 
further includes moving a member into the sheet of freeze dried body tissue. 

102. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 91 further including the step 
of cutting body tissue of an animal other than a human, said step of engaging at least on e of the 
first and second tissue elements in a patient's body includes inserting the freeze dried body tissue 
into a human patient 1 s body, 

103. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 91 wherein said step of 
engaging at least one of the first and second tissue elements in a patient's body includes 
positioning the freeze dried body tissue in the patient's body at a location where the freeze dried 
body tissue is exposed to body fluid to enable the freeze dried body tissue to absorb body fluid. 
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1 04. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 9 1 further including the step 
of removing bone femt from the pati ent's body, said step freeze drying body tissue includes 
freeze drying the bone removed from the patient's body. 

105. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 91 further including the step 
of removing bone from a body other than the patient's body, said step of freeze drying body 
tissue includes freeze drying the bone removed fern from a body other than the patient's body. 

106. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 9 1 further including the 
steps of placing the body tissue in a press, and operating the press to apply pressure against the 
body tissue in the press to shape the body tissue in the press during operation of the press, said 
step of freeze drying body tissue includes freeze drying body tissue removed from the press. 

107. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 91 further including the step 
of piercing freeze dried body tissue to at least partially form a passage in the freeze dried body 
tissue. 

108. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 91 further including the step 
of moving a cutting tool to cut freeze dried body tissue and at least partially form a surface of the 
freeze dried body tissue. 
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